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The Gibraltar Regulatory Authority, (the “Authority”), is investigating 
whether the non-inclusion of the Gibraltar Liberal Party in a ‘Viewpoint’ 
programme that aired on Thursday 14th March 2013, by the Gibraltar 
Broadcasting Corporation, was in breach of paragraph 12 of the Code on 
due impartiality, due accuracy and undue prominence (the “Code”).  
 
Investigation requested: Gibraltar Liberal Party (“GLP”)  
 
Investigation against: Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation (“GBC”)  
 
Case opened: 19th March 2013  
 
The Authority is investigating into the matter in accordance with the provisions of 
sections 3(2) and 4(1)(b)(v) of the Broadcasting Act 2012 (the “Act”) which allows 
the Authority to proceed with investigating any breach of any code of practice.  
 
Issue: GBC did not invite the GLP to form part of a panel for a debate in ‘Viewpoint’, 
a current affairs television programme, which aired on Thursday 14th March 2013.  
The panel consisted of one non-elected member representing the Government (i.e. 
Gibraltar Social Labour Party (“GSLP”) and GLP), one non-elected member 
representing the Opposition, the editor of the Gibraltar Chronicle and Mr. Robert 
Vasquez QC, a member of the Independent Commission on Democratic, Political and 
Electoral Reform.  
 
The GLP have contested GBC’s decision and maintain that GBC were in breach of 
paragraph 12 of the Code which allowed for their inclusion in the programme.  The 
GLP have argued that their participation in the debate would have been as 
representatives of one of the parties which form part of the Alliance within 
Government, i.e. GSLP and GLP.   
 
Furthermore, the GLP insist that their interpretation of paragraph 12 of the Code 
allowed for the GLP to form part of the panel and, given the choice whether they 
wished to send a representative or not, believe that GBC broke the rules for not 
having allowed the GLP the choice.   
 
The GLP affirms that the Code makes a distinction between two types of debate.  
Firstly, “debates where the Government and Opposition are invited, with panellists chosen 
from among the ten elected members of the Government and the seven elected members of the 
Opposition”.  Secondly, a debate that “involves non-elected representatives from different 
political parties who are, by definition, not members of the Government and not members of 
the Opposition”.  The GLP maintain that the “rules are very clear” and, in their opinion, 
GBC opted for a “third hybrid option which is not provided for in the rules”. 
  
GBC do not share the GLP’s view and maintain that only one non-elected 
representative of the Alliance should have been present in the programme.  GBC 
claim that the Alliance was “free to send whomever they feel was appropriate for this 
debate, be it a GSLP or GLP spokesperson”.  Additionally, GBC refute the GLP’s claims 
about a third hybrid option, and assert that there were “no breach of the rules” since 
they have complied with the requirements of paragraph 12 of the Code. 
 
Relevant instrument: Paragraph 12 of the Code published in accordance with the 
provisions of section 22 of the Act, whereby:  
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“When assembling a panel for a debate, broadcasters must take into account whether 
panellists are being invited as representing the Government and Opposition, as represented 
in Parliament, or representatives of political parties which have contested an election in 
Gibraltar.  In the former case, broadcasters are justified in inviting one representative from 
each the Government and the Opposition.  In the latter case, broadcasters should invite a 
representative from each party represented in Parliament.  This is without prejudice to the 
freedom of the broadcaster to invite other persons to form part of the panel.” 
 
The Authority has now opened an investigation following a request by the GLP and 
will consider whether GBC has breached paragraph 12 of the Code.  The conclusions 
reached by the Authority will be published once both parties have been informed.  
 
Investigation Adviser: Francis Trenado, Broadcasting Regulatory Manager (Tel: 
+350 20074636 e-mail: broadcasting@gra.gi)  
 
Case Reference: TBI/1/GLP/GBC/2013  
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