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Guidance Notes 
Teleport Facility Licence 
 

 

 
 
Renewal of Teleport Facility Licence 
 
The Government of Gibraltar is aware that entities wishing to set up facilities in Gibraltar from 
which to control satellite networks have invested or will be required to invest substantially in 
acquiring, launching and operating these networks. 
 
The Government of Gibraltar is also aware that, because of such investment, those entities wish to 
be reasonably certain that, in normal circumstances, at the end of the initial Teleport Facility 
Licence period of 25 years and at each renewal stage thereafter, the Teleport Facility Licence will 
be renewed albeit, almost certainly, on different terms. 
 
The current policy of the Government of Gibraltar is that, in normal circumstances, a Teleport 
Facility Licence is to be renewed after the initial period of 25 years and at each renewal stage 
thereafter albeit, in all probability, on different terms.  It is emphasised that this policy cannot, and 
is not intended to, fetter the discretion of the Minister for Telecommunications in any way.   
 
The Government of Gibraltar notes that the conditions prevailing in 25 years time will, no doubt, 
differ from those that currently apply in a manner, which cannot be foreseen at the moment. 
 
The Government of Gibraltar therefore requires total flexibility at the end of the initial period of 25 
years (and at every renewal stage thereafter) to alter the terms of the Teleport Facility Licence 
including the fees payable, the categorisation of bands, the valuation of bands and, indeed, to 
restructure the licensing system.   
 
On any renewal therefore, the Minister may change the terms of the Teleport Facility Licence 
including the fees payable, the categorisation of bands and the valuation of bands in accordance 
with such regulations as may be applicable at the time. 
 
It is to be noted that under Regulation 6(2) of the Teleport Facility Licence Regulations 2001, the 
Minister may renew a Teleport Facility Licence for further periods of up to 10 years at a time 
unless the Teleport Facility Licence has previously been revoked. The current policy of the 
Government of Gibraltar is, in normal circumstances, to renew a Teleport Facility Licence for 
periods of ten years at a time albeit, in all probability, on different terms.    
 
Primary Satellite Control Centre 
 
Under Regulation 13(1) of the Teleport Facility Licence Regulation 2001, an entity licensed under 
the Outer Space Act 1986 (“the Act”) as extended to Gibraltar by the Outer Space Act 1986 
(Gibraltar) Order 1996 (“the Order”) must, if directed by the Minister so to do, establish in 
Gibraltar the satellite control centre from which it is to perform, on a primary basis, telemetry, 
tracking and control of any satellites the subject of such licence. 
 
The current policy is to give such a direction in the majority of cases.  However, under the 
provisions of the Act as extended to Gibraltar by the Order, an entity may require such a licence 
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although the space object or activity to be undertaken in outer space is not related to a filing or 
notification by the relevant authority with or to the International Telecommunication Union.  In 
such a case, the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, not give such a direction. 
 
 
 
Transferability of a Teleport Facility Licence 
 
Note (1) to the form of Teleport Facility Licence is to the effect that the Teleport Facility Licence is 
not transferable without the prior written consent of the Minister. 
 
It is current policy, subject to such due diligence as the Minister may consider appropriate, to give 
such consent where a licensee requests that it be allowed to transfer the Teleport Facility Licence 
to  
 
(i) a group company of the licensee, provided that such company is subject to like restrictions; 
 
(ii) an entity in which a group company of the licensee retains a significant beneficial interest, 

although not necessarily a majority interest, provided that 
 
 (a) the licensee, the relevant group company and the proposed transferee can satisfy 

the Minister that the group company has effective management control of the proposed 
transferee and 

 
 (b) the group company having such control and the proposed transferee agree that any 

subsequent transfer of such control outside the group will be subject to agreement 
following prior negotiations between the Minister, the group company having such control, 
the proposed transferee and the entity to whom it is proposed such control be transferred; 

 
(iii) any other person subject to agreement following prior negotiations between the Minister 

and the licensee. 
 
Whenever a licensee requests that the Minister give his consent to a proposed transfer, the 
Minister is entitled to undertake such due diligence as he might consider appropriate with a view 
to ascertaining particularly, but not limited to, the financial strength and the track record of the 
proposed transferee in the satellite business. 
 
 
 
Additional Satellites 
 
The Teleport Facility Licence authorises a licensee to establish and use specific Earth Stations for 
the purpose of providing a link between the Earth Stations and specific satellites through the use, 
from an identified location, of specific frequency bands. 
 
Details which will identify those satellites which are to be initially accessed by the Earth Stations 
will be included in the Annex to the Teleport Facility Licence. 
 
In time, the licensee may require to utilise the Earth Stations for the purpose of accessing other 
satellites through the same frequency bands. 
 
Prior to such access being established however, the licensee will have to apply to the Minister for 
its Teleport Facility Licence to be amended to include the identity and location of these other 
satellites. 
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The appropriate application fee should accompany the application.  The Minister would then, after 
undertaking such due diligence as he might consider appropriate, amend the Annex to the relevant 
Teleport Facility Licence by the inclusion of these particulars. 
 
This inclusion will be considered an addition to or an amendment of the existing Teleport Facility 
Licence and not an act that would require the issuance of a new Teleport Facility Licence. 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Gibraltar Regulatory Authority 
2nd Floor, Eurotowers 4 
1 Europort Road 
Gibraltar 
 
Tel: +350 20074636 Fax: +350 20072166 email:  licensing@gra.gi  
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