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GUIDANCE NOTES 

 

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION TO 
AMATEUR RADIO 

1.1 What is Amateur Radio? 

Amateur radio often referred to as “ham 
radio”—is a popular technical hobby that 
allows individuals to learn about and 
experiment with radio communications. 
Licensed radio amateurs can communicate 
with others across Gibraltar and around the 
world. By international agreement, amateur 
radio is strictly non-commercial and is 
intended for self-training, technical 
experimentation, and advancing knowledge 
in the field of radio communications.  

1.2 Conditions 

Under the Communications Act 2006, you 
must have a licence issued by the GRA before 
you establish or use any amateur radio 
station or apparatus in Gibraltar. Failure to 
have a valid licence is an Offence under Part 
VI of the Communications Act 2006.  

1.3 About This Document 

This document is split in two parts, guidance 
and application respectively. The Guidance 
part provides information on how amateur 
radio is licensed in Gibraltar. It outlines the 
application process and provides guidance 
on key policies, including the allocation and 
use of call signs, eligibility, power 
restrictions, authorised frequency bands and 
other relevant licensing matters. This 
document may be updated or revised 
periodically. 

 

1.4 Who Oversees Amateur Radio in 
Gibraltar? 

The Gibraltar Regulatory Authority (GRA) is 
responsible for licensing and regulating the 
Radio Spectrum in Gibraltar and this includes 
licensing Amateur Radio under Part VI of the 
Communications act 2006. For Radio 
Amateur matters, the GRA works in 
consultation with the Gibraltar Amateur 
Radio Society (GARS). 

SECTION 2: LICENCE TYPES AND 
ELIGIBILITY 

2.1 Licence Categories & Eligibility 

There are three licence categories, 
Foundation, Intermediate and Full 
(Advanced) and each category has different 
eligibility criteria. Please note: 

• licences can only be issued to 
Gibraltar Residents and are only valid 
in Gibraltar.  

• Gibraltar is not a member of the 
European Conference of Postal and 
Telecommunications 
Administrations (CEPT) and we have 
not implemented or signed up to 
ECC Recommendation T/R 61-01.  

• You must seek advice from the 
visiting country if you wish to use 
your Amateur Radio equipment 
abroad, this includes the UK and 
Europe.  

• The minimum age for application for 
a foundation licence is 14 years of 
age. All others are categories are 18 
or over.  Any applicants under 18 
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must have the form co-signed by a 
parent or guardian. 

 

2.2 Call Sign allocation 

Gibraltar Radio Amateur call signs are formed 
from the prefix (see table above), depending 
on the type of licence being applied for + 1 or  
2 characters i.e. for a foundation application 
“ZB0 XX”. You will be invited to submit up to 3 
preferred choices. Please note that special 
call sign requests for events must be made 
via email to licensing@gra.gi at least 2 weeks 
before the event. The GRA is under no 
obligation to allocate special call signs. 

2.3 Frequency Bands & Equipment 

For a complete list of radio frequency ands 
allocated for use for the Radio Amateur 
service please consult the Gibraltar 
Frequency Allocation Table2 available on our 
website. This table is reviewed regularly and 
updated as required to reflect approved 

 
1 The GRA may mandate lower powers at specific sites 
if interference occurs to other radio services. 
2 https://www.gra.gi/communications/spectrum-use  

changes at the World Radio Conference and 
in compliance with the Radio Regulations 

and or any relevant regional or local 
requirement. If you are unsure, please 
contact the GRA. 

Authorised Radio Equipment 

Only Radio Amateur classified 
equipment shall be covered under 
this licence. Any other type of radio 
transmitter may require separate 
licencing under the Communications 
Act 2006. 

2.4 Conditions of Use 

The Licensee shall operate or permit 
the operation of the Station only 
under the terms and limitations of 
this Licence and the Station shall be 
operated only: 
a) by the Licensee personally; or 
b) in the presence of and under 
the direct supervision of the 
Licensee. 

c) Only holders of a Full license may 
establish unattended operation, 
radio beacons or gateways.  

 
The Licensee shall ensure that the apparatus 
comprised in the Station is designed and 
constructed, and maintained and used, so 
that its use does not cause any undue 
interference to any telecommunications 
equipment. The Licensee shall not transmit 
such material as music, public broadcasts or 
speeches. The licensee shall at all times 
comply with the Radio Regulations and any 
licence conditions or instructions which the 
GRA may request from time to time. The GRA 
is authorised to request access at reasonable 
times to inspect the equipment to ensure 
compliance with any licence conditions. 
This licence is only valid in Gibraltar; it is the 
responsibility of the person to obtain the 
relevant permissions or licence from the 
visiting country. The Gibraltar allocated call 
sign can only be used from Gibraltar 

Licence 
Type 

Callsign 
Prefix  

Maximum 
permitted 
radiated 
power1 

Qualification 
/ 
Requirements 

Foundation ZB0 25 W Pass - RSGB 
Foundation  

Intermediate ZB3 100 W 

Pass - RSGB 
Foundation & 
Pass - RSGB 
Intermediate  

Full 
(Advanced) ZB2 600 W 

City & Guilds 
Amateurs 
Examination 
or; RSGB 
Advanced or; 
have a 
Harmonised 
Amateur Radio 
examination 
(HAREC) 

mailto:licensing@gra.gi
https://www.gra.gi/communications/spectrum-use
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2.5 Licence Fee & Validity 

The GRA collects licence fee on behalf of HM 
Government of Gibraltar who sets the fee and 
may be subject to annual increases3. Please 
visit our website for the latest applicable 
annual fee. Licensees over 70 years of age are 
exempt form the licence fee. Once the 
application has been processed and 
approved, a HM GoG payment link will be 
sent via email to the applicant. When the fees 
have cleared, the GRA will issue the relevant 
electronic licence and receipt. There is no fee 
for amendments or changes in particulars or 
upgrading to a higher licence. 

Licences have a validity period of 1 year and 
failure to renew the licence could result in its 
revocation. The GRA no longer issues paper 
licences, licence documents and receipts 
will be sent via email.  

2.6 Useful information 

Exam Resources 

• Gibraltar Amateur Radio Society
(GARS) offer examinations for HAM
licence. https://www.gibradio.net/

• Radio Society of Great Britain (RSBG)
Website: https://www.rsgb.org

Local Support 

GARS offers local training, exam support, and 
application guidance. 

SECTION 3:  

3.1 Completing this Form 

Please complete this form electronically and 
send it via email to licensing@gra.gi . 
Printable application forms are available on 
request. When completing the application, 
please refer to the notes. All fields are 
mandatory unless otherwise stated. If you do 
not provide a telephone number and email 

3 Annual Fees for certain Part VI licences   
https://www.gra.gi/uploads/documents/Communicati
ons/Fees/PartVI_Fees.pdf   

address, processing your application may be 
delayed. The GRA reserves the right to reject 
any application form which is not completed 
correctly. 

3.2 How We Use Your Data 

• We require this information to carry
out our spectrum licensing duties
under the Communications Act.

• Please see the Gibraltar Regulatory
Authority’s Privacy Statement for
further information about how the
GRA handles your personal
information and your corresponding
rights4.

For more information, please contact us: 

Gibraltar Regulatory Authority 
Spectrum Division 
2nd Floor, Block 4 
Eurotowers 
Europort Avenue 
Gibraltar 
E-mail: licensing@gra.gi
Website:
https://www.gra.gi/communications/licence

Tel: +350 200 74636 Ext.1 

4 GRA Privacy Notice https://www.gra.gi/privacy-notice  

https://www.gibradio.net/
https://www.rsgb.org/
mailto:licensing@gra.gi
https://www.gra.gi/uploads/documents/Communications/Fees/PartVI_Fees.pdf
https://www.gra.gi/uploads/documents/Communications/Fees/PartVI_Fees.pdf
mailto:licensing@gra.gi
https://www.gra.gi/communications/licence
https://www.gra.gi/privacy-notice
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APPLICATION 

SECTION A – Applicant Details 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

Email:  

Main Station Address (If different to the above) 

Address  

Telephone Number: 

Email:  

SECTION B – Examination Details 

Please list all relevant qualifications (see 2.1) and submit evidence along with your 
completed and signed application.   

Foundation 

Intermediate 

Advanced 
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SECTION C- Call Sign Assignment 

Please assign (in order of preference) one of the following call signs if available (see 2.2). 

1.

2.

3.

Alternatively, please allocate the next available call sign. 

SECTION D – Checklist 

Included copy of your ID card. This will be deleted once residency in Gibraltar is 

confirmed Copies of certificates/qualifications 

Read and understood the guidance notes 

SECTION E – Declaration 

By signing this form, I confirm that I have read and understood the notes. Any information 
provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. I declare that I am 
responsible for compliance with the licence and control and supervision of the radio equipment 
which is the subject of the licence and have due authority to make this declaration and sign this 
application. I also confirm it is my responsibility to inform the GRA in a timely manner any 
changes of address or particulars. 

Name & Signature of Applicant

Name & Signature of Parent/Guardian if applicant is under 18 

Date
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